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His one exhilaration in his home-life was music. In
his bedroom conferences with Bramwell he talked nothing
but business; at table, conversation usually turned on the
lighter side of business, or else some discussion would take
place about hydropathy or vegetarianism; but occasionally
the autocrat of this household would call for music, and
his children, nearly all of whom could play by ear, would
run with excitement to the piano. Then an hour passed
with joy and pleasure. This music was always evangelical
music, and when a new tune had been discovered or com-
posed by Herbert, the eagerness to hear it, the enthusiasm
to learn it, and the freedom with which criticism was ex-
pressed gave vigour and vivacity to the party.

Music was still the chief pleasure of William Booth.
He might not now run whistling upstairs or sing as he
dressed, but when he was able to throw off the burden of
his work, and his wife was able to bear the sound, he would
call his children about him at the piano, and they would
sing till it was time for bed.